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$1.85 


PLUS TAX 


GOOD LUCK CHARM 


HAYNE PALMOUR IV U-T 


Each member of the Michigan State marching band rubs the head of visual coach Glen Brough for good luck before Thursday’s 
Holiday Bowl between the Spartans and Washington State at SDCCU Stadium. Michigan State won easily, 42-17. Story, D1. 


THOUSANDS 
IN COUNTY 
PAYING 
PROPERTY 
TAX EARLY 


BY ROGER SHOWLEY 


Homeowners and businesses 
are on course to prepay as much as 
$140 million in property taxes to 
beat a Sunday deadline in the new 
federal tax reform bill, county 
Treasurer-Tax Collector Dan 
McAllister said Thursday. 

The money for the second in- 
stallment isn’t due until April 10. 
But because local and state tax de- 
ductions on federal returns will be 
capped at $10,000 next year, local 
owners have been paying the sec- 
ond installment on their property 
tax bills that are not normally due 
until April 10. 

McAllister said ever since the 
new tax law was heading for con- 
gressional approval, taxpayers 
have been asking his office if they 
should make the payments early. 

“Our response consistently has 
been that we are not in the busi- 
ness of giving advice — go see your 

SEE TAX • A6 


TIPS FOR PAYING YOUR TAXES 


I AG: When, where and how to 
pay your second property tax 
installment early and resources to 
research your best options. 


COMPLAINT: FAMILIES BEING SPLIT 
AT BORDER IN ADVANCE OF POLICY 


Numbers of asylum 
seekers on the rise 
after dipping this year 


BY KATE MORRISSEY 


While federal policymakers de- 
bate a controversial proposal that 
would separate asylum-seeking 
families after they reach the U.S. as 
a deterrent to future migrants, 
some immigrant rights advocacy 
groups say they’re already seeingin- 
creases in parents separated from 
children along the southwest bor- 
der. 

Several nonprofits filed a com- 
plaint earlier this month with the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Se- 
curity documenting at least 15 cases 
of asylum-seeking families split 
apart and sent to different deten- 
tion facilities. Not all ofthe cases de- 
scribed in the complaint are indica- 
tive of a policy change, but circum- 

SEE FAMILIES • A6 


After dip, more families at the border 


The first nine months of Trump’s presidency saw fewer families at 
the border in the San Diego area. Now the numbers are returning 
to 2016 levels. Bars represent total family members. 


1,464 l 
| es Unauthorized crossing 


At port of entry 


Source: U.S. Customs and Border Protection 


DANIEL WHEATON U-T 


TRUMP: RUSSIA INQUIRY 
MAKES U.S. LOOK BAD 


In interview, president 
says he expects Mueller 
will treat him fairly 


BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
& MICHAEL D. SHEAR 


WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 

President Donald Trump said 
Thursday that he believes Robert 
Mueller, the special counselin the 
Russia investigation, will treat 
him fairly, contradicting some 
members of his party who have 
waged a weekslong campaign to 
try to discredit Mueller and the 
continuing inquiry. 

During an impromptu 30-min- 
ute interview with The New York 
Times at his golf club in West Palm 
Beach, the president did not de- 
mand an end tothe Russia investi- 
gations swirling around his ad- 
ministration, but insisted 16 times 
that there has been “no collusion” 
discovered by the inquiry. 

“It makes the country look 


very bad, and it puts the country 
in a very bad position,” Trump 
said of the investigation. “So the 
sooner it’s worked out, the better 
it is for the country.” 

Asked whether he would order 
the Justice Department to re- 
open the investigation into Hilla- 
ry Clintons emails, Trump ap- 
peared to remain focused on the 
Russia investigation. 

“I have absolute right to do 
what I want to do with the Justice 
Department,” he said, echoing 
claims by his supporters that as 
president he has the power to 
open or end an investigation. 
“But for purposes of hopefully 
thinking I’m going to be treated 
fairly, I’ve stayed uninvolved with 
this particular matter.” 

Hours after he accused the 
Chinese of secretly shipping oil to 
North Korea, Trump explicitly 
said for the first time that he has 
“been soft” on China on trade in 
the hopes that its leaders will 
pressure North Korea to aban- 

SEE TRUMP ° A8 


IRANIAN, SAUDIS RACE TO 
EASE CURBS ON WOMEN 


Mideast rivals locked 
in unlikely competition 
for gender equality 


BY ANNE BARNARD 
& THOMAS ERDBRINK 


BEIRUT 

They call each other med- 
dlers, warmongers, religious hyp- 
ocrites, zealots and sponsors of 
terrorism. Now Iran and Saudi 
Arabia, the archrivals of the Mid- 
dle East, are competing in a sur- 
prising new category: gender 
equality. 

They appear to be vying over 
who can be quicker to overhaul 
their repressive rules for women. 

Tehran’s police chief an- 


called morality police who patrol 
the capital would no longer auto- 
matically detain and punish 
women seen without the proper 
hijab head-covering in public, an 
offense commonly called “bad 
hijab.” They will be given counsel- 
ing instead. 

In Saudi Arabia, one of the 
most restrictive countries for 
women, the authorities this week 
allowed female contestants at an 
international chess tournament 
to play without the full-body garb 
known as an abaya. That decision 
is the latest in a string of liberaliz- 
ing moves by Crown Prince Mo- 
hammed bin Salman, the young 
Saudi ruler, which includes let- 
ting women drive. 

Saudi Arabia and Iran are on 
opposite sides in many ways — in 


MOHAMMAD ISMAIL REUTERS 


Afghan women mourn inside a hospital compound after a deadly 


ISIS CLAIMS DEADLY BLAST IN AFGHANISTAN 


At least 41 killed in attack on Kabul cultural center that also houses news agency 


THE NEW YORK TIMES 


KABUL, Afghanistan 

At least 41 people were killed 
and dozens more wounded Thurs- 
day in a bombing at a Shiite cultur- 
al center in Kabul that also houses 
a news agency, Afghan officials 
said. The Islamic State has 
claimed responsibility for the at- 
tack. 

It was the latest in a series of 
mass-casualty attacks against Shi- 
ite targets by the militant group’s 
Afghan affiliate. The U.N. mission 
in Afghanistan has documented 
more than a dozen attacks since 
January 2016, with hundreds of 
Shiites dead or wounded. 

One of the deadliest was in Oc- 
tober, when suicide bombers killed 
at least 57 worshippers in a Shiite 
mosque in Kabul, the capital, and 


nounced this week that the so- SEE WOMEN œ A8 suicide attack Thursday in Kabul, Afghanistan. SEE ATTACK ¢ A6 
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North County Buick GMC 


2 017 BUICK ENCLAVE 


811,000 $ 


SAVING 
FROM MSRP 


Cas 1,000 


$5,926 Dealer Discount + $5,074 Manufacture Rebate = $11,000 total savings from MSRP All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 2 at this 
savings #176273 #212906. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 01/02/2018. Excludes leases. 


2017 GMC ACADIA DENALI 


TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


$4,815 Dealer Discount + $6,185 Manufacture Rebate = $11,000 total savings from MSRP. All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 2 at this 
savings #327151 #324162. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 01/02/2018. Excludes leases. 


*11,000 


NEW YEAR'S FINAL COUNTDOWN 


2017 GMC SIERRA 1500 DENALI 


TOTAL 
SAVINGS 
FROM MSRP 


$5,813 Dealer Discount + $5,187 Manufacture Rebate = $11,000 total savings from MSRP All 
advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document 
processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. 1 at this 
savings #372078. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 01/02/2018. Excludes leases. 


All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Exp. 01/02/2018 
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